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| The Libraries of Des Moines and the 
Re Iowa Library Association 


| After a period of twelve years the 
*y Library Association is te again 
1 in the State capitol, in its twen- 
'tieth annual meeting. During this pe- 
| tiod there has been growth and advance- 
ment throughout the State in all that 
pertains to libraries, not only in the 
number of libraries and in larger and 
be collections of books but also in 
methods of making them useful and in 
“the material housing and equipment. 
' During this period the city of Des 
» Moines has also been growing in many 
_ Ways and has taken on the life and ac- 
*@ tivities of a great city. The library in- 
® terests of the city have kept pace with 
© the increase of material and educational 
advantages. All unite—state, city and 
| eollege—in welcoming the Iowa Library 
oe. 


’ The librarians, trustees and the staff 
of each of the various libraries hope 
the stay of the members of the Associa- 
tion may be pleasant and profitable and - 
that there may be time and opportunity 
for visiting the libraries while here. 

A comprehensive view of the library 
facilities offered in Des Moines may be 
gained from the statements following, 
prepared by the librarians of the Li- 
brary Commission, the State Library 
with its Law, Historical and other de- 
partments, the Des Moines Public, Drake 
University, Highland Park and Des 
Moines College libraries. 


The Library Commission 


Through its various activities the Li- 
brary Commission serves as a Board of . 
Library Extension and a Bureau of Li- 
brary Information for the libraries of 
the state. The Commission came into 
existence because the need was felt for 
a state-center from which, in an advis- 
ory capacity and in other ways, the 
various libraries of the state could be 
aided in developing their work, and the 
communities without libraries might be 
encouraged to establish them. 

The Library Commission was created 
by an act of the General Assembly in 
1900, and is an entirely separate body 
from the State Library Board, having 
the distinctive task of supervision and 
extension of library work throughout 
the state. Its activities consist of the 
many details of field work, such as the 
establishment of libraries, organization 
and selection of books, aid in planning 





library buildings, and conference with ‘‘Venice’’ and ‘‘The Louvre Gap 
_ librarians and trustees. A Summer and with these books are loaned: 
- School for library training has been a desired. Picture bulletins are } 
-part of its activities from the begin- to the small library, accompanj 
ing. Printed matter has beén issued books on the subject of the bullet 
-.. from time to time in the form of leaflets, The Commission headquarters 
_-- and the Quarterly of library informa-_ cated in the State Historical Buy 
tion is published. A periodical exchange [East wing, ground floor, and the” 
is maintained for the collection and dis- nesday session of the library m 
tribution of standard periodicals. Li- will be held - here. 
brary statistics “* the state are collected 
- each year. The Traveling Library sys- ‘ 
“tem is maintained which provides li- ee 
_ brary facilities for small towns and ru- eS 
ral communities that cannot maintain ~~» 707™°ON BRIGHAM, STATE re. 
a loeal publie collection of books. The Iowa State Library is nai 


as one of the progressive State 
The Traveling Library Department ries of this country, and in sever 
spects takes high rank 
*.__ The Traveling Library is unlike most While it legally, and in fact, ig a 
+. libraries in its organization; the fact that institution,—with one executive } 
the 18,000 books are constantly travel- - and with one system of finance, of 4 
ing, being scattered throughout every the State Librarian is the respon 
part of the state, makes it impossible head, the three departments a 
for the visitor to gain a comprehensive ately - ‘housed, and their libraries s¢ 
idea of the whole collection. However in ately catalogued. - ee 
the process of exchanging books, a cer- The Law Department is preside a 
tain proportion is always on the shelves. by Mr. A. J. Small, as- curator an 
The librarians may be interested in ex-  brarian, assisted by Mrs. Filo 
amining the records and system of op- Russell, law cataloger and State J 
eration which, while based on the sys: _rian’s second assistant. In another 
tem in general use has been adapted and umn Mr. Small presents the ¢ 
elaborated at certain points because of and activities of that depart 
the method of distribution. The Historical Department has as 
The lending of fixed groups of fifty head, Mr. E. R. Harlan, formerly: 
volumes in the basis of the distributing ant to the late Charles of ta 
' system, but the subject and reference for many years was curator of 
side of the work has grown to such large partment. He is assisted by Miss, 
proportions as to overshadow the orig- M. Steele and Miss Ida Huntin n 
inal plan. The purposes and activities of t 
The arrangement of the open-shelf partment are outlined by Mr. 
collection by the usual Decimal classifica- jin another column. i 
tion enables the subject collections to - The Miscellaneous Departm a 
be made up to meet the requirements which the State Librarian gives 
of requests from Study Clubs, High personal supervision, is housed in thet 
~ School Debating Leagues, Farmers’ wing of the Historical Building, @ 
Clubs and individual students. a considerable portion of it which, 
The collection of books for the blind eonvenience, remains in the Law ib 
is chiefly made up of books in New York located in the State House. For 
Point. building up of a Legislative Refe 
Picture collections mounted for ex- bureau, and for other reasons, I 
hibit purposes inelude ‘‘Masterpieces of deemed best to leave the documé 
art,’’ ‘‘ Presidents of the United States, ’” Congress, of -the several states an 


nee 0 © 


pe 





eigr natieee also the sociological 

ks (including works on economics, 

@ education) on the shelves in the 

» end of the Law Library, in the 

of Miss Mary Rosemond, whose 

- ion as designated by the legislature 

Legislative reference assistant. One 

ithe ‘‘other reasons’’ for this division 

‘the Miscellaneous department is the 

me relation of legislative reference re- 

sarch to statute, case and common law 

pecially statute law, and the desira- 

ty of easy access to the law library 

and to the valuable research work of 

at department. Another reason is the 

nearness of the law library to the As- 

ey Chambers and its consequent 

sibility to legislators. The Legis- 

Reference bureau has already a 

“val tale collection of material not to 

“he found in books, and of references to 

“hooks in the law and miscellaneous de- 

ments. During the period between 

ye general assembly and another, the 

: ‘k of adding to the collection goes on, 

} thu: steadily enhancing the value of 

this bureau. In this reference work the 

ress legislative reference assistant receives 

a a ble aid and assistance from the 
| law Department. 


a » The Miscellaneous Department proper, 
the general library, is well housed 
Sethe first and second floors of the 
- east wing of the Historical building. 
>A°*mezzanine’’ or middle floor, of 
on the north and south sides, 
y increases the shelf-room in this 
ment. ‘The second floor is stored 
th some of the most valuable works in 
‘the library, including Max Muller’s 
"monumental set, ‘‘The Sacred Books of 
“the East,’ and many old and hard-to- 
- find périodicals. It also holds a wealth 
of pamphlets and other out-of- the-way 
tn very valuable material. 


The first floor, one of the most beau- 
and best-furnished library rooms 

i the country, contains carefully se- 

xi books covering science, the me- 

chi lanic arts, the fine arts, standard fie- 
“says, poetry, biography, world- 

| , literary and general reference 
wt = E including all the standard en- 


jakacbiisa; literary-reference sets, and © 


—last but not least—periodicals liter- ES : 


ary, scientific, special and general. It is 


to be questioned whether any State li- ~ Bs ES 


brary in the country has a larger or ot ‘ 
better collection of periodicals (both 
the Poole and the ‘‘non-Poole’’ sets) pat 
ean be found in the Iowa State Library. < 
The aim of the librarian is to “build 


up in this department a collection of ~—_ ee 


standard works, especially works which 
the individual student and reader and 
the small circulating library cannot af- 
ford to buy and have not’ room to 
shelve; the out-of-print books of which 


many readers have heard and few have Sp 


ever seen and fewer still can afford — 
to own. To these are added by pur- 
chase many current works which are 
in demand at the time, but are likely 


to be put out of active service by later ~~ > 


works which bring their several subjects - 
down to a later date. 

The general purpose of this depart-_ 
ment may be summed up as follows: 
To house, and render easily accessible, 


‘the books of the past and the present — _ 
which purposeful readers and students — ~ 


are likely to need for the prosecution of 
their several purposes. To this end the 
sixty-five thousand volumes of the Mis- 
cellaneous Department are dedicated. 
In this Department the State Libra- 


rian is assisted by Miss Lavinia Steele, 


cataloger; Miss Helen M. Lee, first as-~ 


sistant and Miss Grace A. Cooper, third - : <- Sg 


assistant. 

While the State Library is primarily . 
a reference library, its books presum- 
ably in their places on the library shelves, 


it makes frequent loans to the college = 


libraries of the State, and, from time to 
time, to the Traveling Library depart: 
ment of the Commission. 


The Law Department of the State Library 


BY A. J. SMALL, LAW LIBRARIAN. 


Since the consolidation act of the leg- ~~ 
islature in 1900, which reorganized the 5 
entire State Library, the law depart-__ 
ment has been a distinct but an integral — 
part, and is such today. 





-. This department is located on the sec- 

- end. floor of the Capitol building, facing 
the west, in the room formerly occupied 
- by the entire State Library ; it contains 
. about thirty-five thousand volumes and 
is‘considered one of the most complete 
» Jaw libraries in the country. In the 
_ library may be found many complete 
. Sets of law reports, law text-books, stat- 
utes and literature of the law including 
legal periodicals of nearly all the Eng- 
lish speaking countries of the world.: 
We have many rare old editions which 
are valuable in the study of early law 
and for comparative research. Here 


: -you will find a copy of the Assyrian 


‘Code of Hammurabi, promulgated long 
before the days of Abraham. Many of 
the early English reports are in black 
- letter type and in medieval Latin. You 
will also find sets of the Irish Statutes 
‘of the early Eighteenth century and 
Seotch Statutes beginning with the year 
1124 to the end of the Scottish inde- 
pendence. 

This library is not merely a museum 

~ for the preservation of curious books, 
but rather, prides itself upon having 
the rare and ancient tomes as well as 
the modern works of today in readiness 
to supply the student of research with 
valuable information which can only 
be had in a great law library. 
- In the literature of the law will be 
found works by Bentham, Blackstone, 
Maitland, Pollock, Reeves and others 
upon the ethics, history and jurispru- 
dence of the law beside other subjects of 
importance. ~ 

All subjects are kept down to date 
and are accessible to the public. Orig- 
inally the library was intended for the 
use of the Supreme Court and the sev- 
eral departments of State Government. 
One time in the history of the library 
a key hanging in a convenient corner 
was its custodian. 

The library is supported wholly by 
taxation, and for the purchases of law 
books, binding, expressage, etc., there is 
an annual appropriation of four thou- 
sand dollars. It cannot ve said that the 
law library has any special features; it 
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whe wel rounded out in every dep 
- This vast body of referenee 
peers is made aecessible by the x 
system of card indexing. Lawsenil 
to the library from all parts of the st 
and our readers are not even ¢ irew 
scribed by the boundary of the Sta 
frequently including many from beym 
its border. 

Shelved in the same room are 
twenty-five thousand departmental ; 
ports from every State and Terri 
of our land, and not a few from for 
countries. The documents ate gener 
used for statistical purposes iS 
comparative reference by the legis! 
Not only do we have separate deps 
mental reports grouped in classes ung 
their subjects but collected documey 
covering all. The separates are ed | 
convenience and classified accordi | 
subjects. The law permits an exg 
of Iowa documents, laws and mi 
ports with other States and cour 
that will reciprocate. Through this-a 
tem of exchange we are enabled tog 
many documents, laws and law rep 
that otherwise could only be had by p 
chase. 

The law library has one of the 
complete collections of various state § 
association proceedings to be found i 
any library. This éollection was s 
more than a dozen years ago and } 
the demand was general and as a resi 
has many rare volumes not usua 
found. a 


¥, 


J 


Historical Department 


BY EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR, ~ 


This institution, founded by © 
Aldrich in 1892, and directed by h 
Curator until his death in March, 1 
at first occupied rooms in the base 
of the Capitol. Mainly through the’ 
forts of Mr. Aldrich, the State provid 
the Historical, Memorial and Art bull 
ing in which the collections are m 
housed and the activities are carried @ 

Mr. Aldrich believed that the eat 
events of Iowa as well as those of # 
present would be important fields f 





4 
ip 


te 
} 


aoEE 


AR abe a : , OWE 2 hy 
; gene i bet Se 
ae ca spe POS 


a 


3 " aT 
tio af = PF re ay PA ae : 
oe Sh APS. fe De Rat WE Se Te) “Swe 


90%, 
lk a 


ra * c rots 


Pavia 


e 


> 

ae yl? oe a * n 
: 4 9 ; ; 
— Paw 


ey 


- 


> 
i— a 


. 


Ss 
es = 
ae 


u 
es 


reb in future. To preserve the 


ny of those participating, he 
anded the Annals of Iowa, a quar- 
whose contents consist chiefly of 
writings of early Iowa men on early 
Towa events. He also believed in popu- 
Jar museum education as a force in in- 
+ Hectus uplift. He therefore estab- 
 *iished the museum. He felt there was a 
"peed of a special collection of books and 
*Spanuseripts of local historical character. 
"he library of the Historical Depart- 
| ment, then, embraces Iowa county his- 


’ 


jes, and county histories from states * 


om which Iowa people came; books of 
wily western history; of North Ameri- 
"san Indians ; of wars in which Iowa men 
' participated; of slavery and of geneal- 
’ ogy; maps, manuscripts, and especially 
~ of personal correspondence bound and 
indexed, of prominent Iowa persons. 
ee “greatest value, perhaps, is the col- 
Ie of bound newspapers, now em- 
| bracing the files of over three hundred 
© newspapers. Some of these extend back 
long prior to the foundation of the His- 
jorical Department, and contain the 
’ most interesting, accurate and valuable 
~ jnformation. The current files are in- 
© dexed for the principal historical and 
 piographical subjects. 
a The Aldrich collection of autographs 
" gonsists of writings and portraits, us- 
"wally photographs or steel engravings, 
| of people known to the Iowa citizen, and 
© ‘embracing well-known leaders in thought 
"and action, from the Iowa pioneer to 
authors famous in America and Europe. 
_ he portrait collection consists of 
’ a bundred and twenty portraits in oil, 
» some by famous artists,. recording the 
faces and figures of men prominent in 
_ Towa affairs. There is also a collection 
© of thousands of photographs, pastel and 
> other portraits not in oil, assembled in 
a separate gallery. 
© The museum embraces objects authen- 
| tically labeled and representing life 
» within the State—prehistoric archae- 
» Ology, aboriginal and pioneer life; uten- 
» ails, fabrics and other objects showing 
_-taterp: ises and processes now obsolete; 
"Missiles, weapons and trophies from 
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wars in which Iowa troops participated. pom 
All are so represented as to instill and  ~— 
stimulate interest in the mind of any- 
one, whether of the uneducated or 
highly trained. 5, 

A hurried, casual examination of the 
Department collections requires at least 
an hour and a half of the time of a 
visitor. 


Des Moines Public Library 


BY ELLA MCLONEY, LIBRARIAN. 


The Des Moines Free Public Library 
had its. beginning in 1866, in an asso- 
ciation library which was formed by the 
efforts of citizens who were interested 
in providing library privileges for the 
growing community. In 1882 the li- 
brary was turned over to the city to be 
made a free public library, the collection 
of books numbering about 3,000 volumes. 


The first home of the library was in 
the building now occupied by the Reg- 
ister & Leader of Des Moines. Not long 
after its organization it was removed to 
rooms in the building known as ‘‘Art .— 
Block,’’ where it had its home until the . 
year 1890. It was then transferred to 
the Young Men’s Christian Association 
building, and oceupied these rooms for 
five years. In 1895 it was again 
changed, going to Eighth and Locust 
streets, where it remained until Octo- 
ber, 1903. It was then removed to its 
present location on the river front, be- 
tween Walnut and Locust streets, where 
it is housed in a home of its own. 

The main entrance to the building is 
on the east side, fronting the river. On 
the west there is also an entrance, and a 


carriage drive, so the library is accessible © ~ 


from either side. ° 

The main circulation department of 
the library, of which Miss Carrie Cromer 
is the head, and from which all books 
drawn by adults for home use are issued, 
is located on the main floor of the library 
building, the rotunda serving as a de- 
livery room. The books in this depart- 
ment are shelved in the steel stack room 
back of the delivery desk. These shelves _ 





are open to the public, ‘‘free access’’ 
_-~ being the policy of the library, but if the 
* patron ‘prefers, the books are brought 
= “to the delivery desk by an attendant. 


‘Across the rotunda, opposite the deliv- 


ery desk, the combined reference and 
reading room is located, of which Miss 
_ Alice Marple is the head. At one end 


_ of this large room the current news- 


» papers and periodicals are conveniently 
placed for the readers, and at the other 
‘the bound magazines and miscellaneous 
_ reference books are shelved. 

The office of the librarian is also on 
the main floor, east of the delivery desk. 
The catalog room, in charge of Miss 
Bertha Wilson, is near the desk on the 
west side. This room accommodates also 
the order department, Miss Gentiliska 
Winterrowd in charge, and is adjoined 
by the general work room on the south. 

The children’s department, of which 
Miss Ruth Gatch is head, is located in 
pleasant and well equipped rooms in 
the basement of the library building. 
In the main children’s room the books 
are arranged on low shelves about the 
walls. Personal help is given to the 
children in the selection of books, and 
one afternoon of each week is set apart 
for the telling of stories by the chil- 
dren’s librarian, the primary purpose 
of this ‘‘story hour’’ being that of in- 
troducing the children to the best books. 
, Adjoining the main children’s room is 
.the work room of this department, and 
this is used also as a home for the books 
- In the school duplicate colléction, at 
sueh times as they are in the library. 

On. the second floor the auditorium 
oecupies the entire south end of the 
building. The staff kitchen and rest 
room are on this floor, and also club 
rooms and an overflow reference room, 
in which the bound newspapers and 
some reference books are shelved. The 
’ Cumming Art School, conducted by Mr. 
Charles A. Cumming, occupies the third 
floor, and in the art room on the second 
floor the work of Mr. Cumming and his 
students forms an attractive exhibit. 

The library now has on its shelves 
about 46,000 volumes. Of this number 


2 000 volumes are aitieral 
works, 6,000 are bound magaz; 
reference use, more than 6,000 are on 
documents, and there is a school dy 
eate- collection of 2,600 volumes, ~~ 
Aside from the main library thep re 
twenty-four distributing points for 
issue of books to the people. Fo 
these are deposit stations, one on] 
street, Sevastopol, one at East Six 
and Grand avenue, another at 
Twenty-fifth and University avenue, 
the fourth in the sipped 
ment store. All these give we 
ice with the exception of the } Har 
Emery station, where the service ig gf 
three times each week. Twenty seh 
are supplied with libraries fre 14 
school duplicate collection, and j 
expected that the number of sehod 
braries and deposit stations will bh 
creased as rapidly as the TeSOUrces ¢ 
library permit. 3S 
Modern methods for the con 
of the public are in use in the libr 
Books are renewed and inquiries 
swered by telephone, books from the gm 
culation department are reserved } 
the payment of one cent for a pe 
eard notice, and the library has are 
collection of popular fiction from whik 
books may be drawn at five cents ¥ 
week for each volume. General 
lists are distributed, and in the refer 
department special indexes and } 
raphies are constantly being pre 
while a large collection of ne 
clippings is very popular with fp 
The catalog is full and up-to-dat 
the work of the delivery desk so org 
ized that people can be promptly serv 
During 1908 the library i = 
home use from the main library an 
tions 136,667 volumes, and through 
schools 12,895 volumes, while 4%, 
books were consulted in the 
department, a total of 195,506. Tm: 
the home issue from main library @ 
stations was 133,787, through the seho 
10,911, while 39,074 books were 
the library, a total of 183,772. 


tal gain in use of the library 
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was 11,734 volumes. 
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EANCHE GALLOWAY, ACTING LIBRAR- - 


es IAN. 

th the new $50,000 Carnegie build- 

em i an endowment fund of the same 

t the Drake library offers greater 
mmnities than ever before. During 
year 4,502 volumes were added, 

a total of 17,762 volumes, now 

sible to those connected with the 
rsity. Purchases are made on the 

' mendation of the head of depart- 
iseommendation of the heads of depart- 


“Our large reading room, with its one 
dred and twelve individual study 
bles affords a place, free from annoy- 
mee. for those who wish to do serious 
This room is supplied with one 
“Wundted and twenty-four peridicals 
- hich have been selected to cover as 
“broad a range of subjects as possible, 
that every one will be able to find 
Proecthing of interest among them. 
’ here are four regular helpers and 
five student assistants employed to carry 


/ on the work. With a trained cataloger’ 


| working full time that work is kept up 
"4m good shape. Material that was for- 
practically useless has been 

ught out by subject analytic cards. 
cially is this true of the Government 

> Documents, which are now fully cata- 


= Our purpose is in every way to fur- 
» ther the interest of the student, who is 
being awakened to the magnitude of the 
» world of knowledge. Special bibliog- 
© raphies are made for all debating and 
“eontest work, and for the inter-scho- 
~ Tastic debates, books bearing on the sub- 
~ ject are purchased. Bulletins and post- 
a sare made calling the attention of the 
- Jents to the principal events of the 


“Books in which special assignments 
been made by the professors are 
~ placed in a reserve room where an at- 
" tendant in charge checks them every 
time they are used so they may be_lo- 

a. ted at any time. 
We have two departmental libraries 


een 


take great pride is that given by Simp-_ 
son A. Frazier. Among this collection — 
are many rare texts and early editions ~ 
long since out of print, and diffieult to 


acquire. Also valuable documentary s er oe 


materials, pamphlet collections and files . 
of magazines. 


Highland Park College Library 


BY GRACE JONES, LIBRARIAN. 


Realizing that the library is one of 
the most important departments of a 
college, Highland Park College Library 
hopes always to have as its chief aim 
and purpose to be so conveniently ar- 
ranged and to contain the best and most 
useful material that it may be of the — 
greatest helpfulness to students and to 
those who may wish to do any special 
research work. The library is of a gen- 


eral nature, each one of the many de- - ~~ 


partments being represented. The Dean” 
of each department, with the assistance 
of the librarian and approval of the- 
president, selects the books to be added ~ 
to his department. 

Within the last two years several 
thousand volumes have been added and 
now the library contains several thou- 
sand volumes of the very best books to 
be had exclusive of pamphlets and pub- 
lic documents. The plans are this year 
to add a number of books to those de- 
partments which are not so strong as 
others. 

The students and the alumni have been 
much interested in our efforts to im- 
prove and enlarge the library and have 
given us much valuable assistance. We 


hope with their cooperation to be able | : 


to carry out some plans we have for the 


future. 1-3 
The library hours are as long a as.can be - - 


conveniently arranged, being from 8 a. 


m. to 6 p. m., except on Saturday, when - x 3 


the library closes one hour earlier, For 


the special convenience of the debating ~*~ 


clubs, the library is open on Friday even- - 


a - Tocated i in the law and medical buildings ing from 6 :45 to 8 :00. 





One collection of bike in whi’ we a Vy 


<The. reference room is an especially 


=. helpful one, great care being taken to 


represent the needs of each department. 
It is supplied with the leading period- 
ieals and newspapers of the day. <A 
large number of magazines of special 
interest to each department is found 
‘here. The Normal College is well sup- 
plied in some twenty-five to thirty mag- 
azines coming monthly. The line of ref- 
- erence books is a most complete one, in- 


a « eluding as it does, the standard encyelo- 


pedias, dictionaries, and some 300 or 


Ae -.>more volumes of the best magazines 


which are now being bound. 

The: college’ takes pardonable pride 
~ im the possession of a very large and 

most up-to-date pedagogical library. 
This includes a complete collection of 
standard publications on psychology, 
child study, history of education, edu- 
cational biography, educational fiction, 
school administration and management, 
educational theory, kindergarten and 
primary methods, manual arts, physical 


f education, drawing and art education, 


school gardening and all other lines of 
educational work. 
--. While the library offers unusual op- 
portunities for educational research, we 
have also given careful attention to the 
needs of grade and high school teachers. 
Besides containing an abundance of ma- 
terial in the teaching of all the public 
school branches in all the grades, the 
library contains the most complete col- 


; i lection of material for proper observ- 


ance of all the holidays observed in the 
_ publie schools. 
Students wishing to prepare theses or 
educational papers will find our library 
rich in reference material on all lines 
_ of educational work. 
. A novel feature of this library is a 
+. **Model Public School Library,’’ contain- 
ing practically all of the books which 
have been approved by the State Board 
of Educational Examiners for the public 
- school libraries of the state. These books 


~.”.- are classified by grades and teachers at- 


-- tending our school will have opportunity 
to become familiar with the literature 
_. suited to their respective grades. 


ax 


BY ROSE ALICE LAWLESS, LIBRARIAN 


. ) 

The library of Des Moines Colles 
rejoicing in a new home, though jf 
only a temporary one pending the hy 
ing of the large wing which will he 
it permanently. Our present re; 
room is large, light, and well ventil; 
and our stack room exceptionally y 
lighted. To those librarians having: 
their command large numbers of bog 
many .branches and collections, 9 
worthy for their size and value, giy 
them large fields for their labors, | 
horizon may seem somewhat restrigf 
We have none of these coveted ady 
tages but we do have an excellent way 
ing library, especially strong in itg 
erature and history divisions. Our m 
azine section which includes the le 
general and special periodicals is of 
estimable value to us. When addingne 
books tothe library we follow the 
mendations made by the head profes 


-who know best the needs of their depa 


ments. In asmall library where the ¥ 
ous duties of the eataloger and des 
sistant must be performea by the ih 


rian she finds that the success of her wor 


depends not so much upon the mechanig 
correctness of her work as upon her ab 
ity to meet the growing needs of the sf 
dent. Many of our students come dip 
from small towns and schools devoid 
libraries and must be instructed in the: 
B, C of the value of books and the matt 
must be presented in an attractive ma 
ner so that the thirst for further kno 
edge will be aroused. In a small colle 
library the principal work of the) 
brarian lies with the individual studé 
and the results are only limited byt 
own knowledge and the receptive 
ers of the student. An increase, - 
year, of seventy per cent in our t 
ber of students will make necessary | 
addition of a large number of bool 
Our new quarters and the interest tt 
has been awakened in the welfare of: 


library make us confident of a pre per 


ous year. 
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ss Harriet A. Wood, Cedar Rapids, 
. Irving B. Richman, Muscatine, 


. 
a 


. Pres. 
rs. Walter I. Hayes, Clinton, 2d V. 
“Miss Mary I. Amidon, Cedar Rapids, 


i . J. W. Rich, Iowa City, Treasurer. 
Miss Fanny Duren, Waterloo, Regis- 


5 Te outline of the program as given 
p the Preliminary Announcement has 
“dready indicated what is in store for 
ibrarians and trustees who attend the 
h annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
Association in Des Moines, Oc- 
r 12th, 13th, 14th. 
an first session will open Tuesday af- 
srnoon at 2 o’clock in the Public Library 
jitorium, with a paper by Miss Lil- 
n B. Arnold, Dubuque, on Publicity, 
Library Advertising, and discussion 
jing. Mr. Chalmers Hadley, Sec- 
ary of the A. L. A. will give an ad- 
The evening will be given over 
to a social occasion, and Miss Katherine 
Everts of New York, a gifted 
entertainer, will present ‘‘My Lady’s 
) Wednesday’s sessions will be held in 
‘the Library Commission Rooms, State 
“Historical Building. The forenoon pro- 
“gram will be devoted to topies relating 
Mi administration in which a number of 
“trustees will take part. The afternoon 
ae on will continue this general theme 
pevastice H. E. Deemer will give an 
s on ‘‘ Books as a part of a State’s 
stem of Education.’’ Miss Everts 
at speak on ‘‘The Speaking Voice in 
Work.’’ Opportunity to visit 
the libraries in the State Historical 
ding will be afforded. The evening 
n will be held at the Publie Li- 
y Auditorium with addresses by N. 
. Hodges. President of the A. L. 
band Rev. Joseph F. Newton, of Ce- 
ids. 
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rsday’s sessions will be held in 


4 fe, soe, ‘3 gee . 
Pe f 2 tart. 


the Public “Library Auditorium. The . 


forenoon program will be devoted to a 
consideration of the Use of “Books in 
High Schools, Normal Schools and Col- 


leges, the paper being given by Miss ~ 5 r 


Ellen. D. Biseoe, Librarian of Iowa 
State Teachers’ College. The afternoon 
session will be given over to the Book 


. Symposium, with interesting discussions 
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of President Eliot’s ‘‘Five-foot’’ li- 
brary, notable biographies and travels, 
Meredith and Swinburne, participated 
in by Hon. I. B. Richman, Mr. Johnson 
Brigham, E. D. Wilson, Mrs. R. Ober- 
holzer and others. 

The Des Moines librarians and trus- 
tees and members of the various library 
staffs are planning a number of social 
courtesies for the pleasure of the mem- . 
bers of the Association. 

Hotel facilities in Des Moines are ade- 
quate and varied. The Chamberlain 
Hotel will be headquarters, but it is not 
probable that all ean be accommodated 
there. No reduction is made in hotel 
rates and it will_ be necessary to write 
directly to the hotel for reservation of 
rooms. Desirable hotels are: The Cham- 
berlain, The Savery, The Eliot and The 
Kirkwood. The new Y. W. C. A. can 
accommodate a considerable number 
where several occupy a room and the 
rooms are most attractive and comfort- 
able. Meals can be secured at many 


cafes. 





Dr. Eliot’s “‘Five-foot” Library 


Last spring while making a tour in 
the South, where he spoke at many in- 
stitutions and schools, President Eliot 
told the students’ of an Atlanta high . 
school that he intended in the immediate 
future to make a selection of books suf- 
ficient to fill a shelf five feet long, the 
reading of which, for fifteen minutes a 
day, would give one the essentials of a 
liberal education. Much interest and dis- 
cussion was aroused. throughout the 
country by ‘this announcement, and the 
titles of the books have been eagerly 
awaited. About three months following 
Dr. Eliot’s statement, he has given out 
a partial list (35 titles) and newspa- 
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Sad insects ST oie ts ensiitcy 


discussed the list, in many cases 
giticiving it severely. Dr. Eliot ex- 


that the Bible and Shakespeare | 


‘ : ~are excluded from the list because ‘‘ev- 


“erybody is supposed to have read 
them.’’ The list is as follows: 
“Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin.” 
“Journal of John Woolman.” 

“Fruits of solitude,” by William Penn. 
‘Bacon's “Essays” and “New Atlantis.” 
Milton's “Areopagitica” and “Tractate on 


“9 ae Education.” 


Sir Thomas Browne’s “Religio Medici.” 
Plato’s “Apology,” “Phaedo,” and “Crito.” 
“Golden. Sayings” of Epictetus. 
“Meditations of Marcus Aurelius.” 
.Emerson’s “Essays.” 

Emerson’s “English~ Traits.” 

The complete poems of Milton. 

Jonson’s “Volpone.” 

Beaumont and Fletcher's “The Maid’s 


Webster’s “Duchess of Malfi.” 
Middleton’s “the Changeling.” 
Dryden’s “All for Love.” ; 
Shelley’s “Cenci.” 
Browning’s “Blot in the ’Scutcheon.” 
Tennyson’s “Becket.” 

- Goethe’s “Faust.” 

* Marlowe’s “Dr. Faustus.” 
Adam Smith’s “Wealth of Nations.” 
“Letters” of Cicero and Pliny. 
Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Burn’s “Tam o’ Shanter.” 
Walton’s “Complete Angler’ and “Lives” 


of Donne and Herbert. 


“Autobiography of St. Augustine.” 
Plutarch’s “Lives.’ 

Dryden’s “Aeneid.” 

“Canterbury Tales.” 


“Imitation of Christ,” by Thomas a’ Kem- 


pis. 
Dante’s “Divine Comedy.” 
Darwin’s “Origin of Species.” 
“Arabian Nights.” 





American Library Association Head- 
quarters 


The removal of A. L.. A. headquarters 
to Chicago from Boston is an event of 
more than passing interest. It means 
that the activities of the organization 
are to be directed from a center that is 
almost midway between the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts and hence, the services of 
the executive officer and the aids fur- 
nished likely to be utilized by all sec- 
tions of the country and especially in 
the newer states of the West where ad- 
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vies aoe ‘eciileibeipemnsak are 1 
creating and fostering libra 
Chalmers Hadley has been lal 
retary and assumed his duties Se 
ber Ist; he comes to the work fro 
extension activities as Secre 
Indiana Library Commission “ang 
previous training at the Albany Libj 
School gives him the technical } 

that, combined with expe 
will enable him to deal with the wa 
questions that will doubtless cop 
him. 

The publications of the A. L, ° 
lishing Board are to be distribute ad 
the new office and all orders shouk 
sent to the Secretary, Mr. Oh 
Hadley, at the new address, 1 Wash 
ton St., Chicago, Ills. a 


= 








Book Exchange — , 


Iowa Library Commission, Des 


The following complete volumes { 
bound) are now on hand in the F 
cal Exchange and will be sent with 
cost, other than transportation char 

Atlantic, Vols. 7, 22, 61, 62. ; 

Arena, Vols. 8, 10, 12. 

Bookman, Vols. 15, 17. 

Century, O. S., Vols. 20, 21, 2, 2 
42-45, 47-51, 57, 60, 61, 68-70. 

Chautauquan, Vols. 14, 16-33, 35, a1, 


| o 
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Everybody’s, Vol. 14. 

Forum, Vols. 12, 17, 18. 

Harper’s, Vols. 40, 43, 49, 55, 63-467) 
71-73, 75, 78, 80, 83, 85, 86, 88-95, 98, 994 
107, 109, 111. 

McClure’s Vols. 8-28. ; 

Munsey, Vols. 13-31. i 

North American Review, Vols. * 
153, 169, 174. 

Outlook, Vols. 60, 62, 63, 64, 66-89. 

Review of Reviews, Vols. 5-13, 17: 

Scribner’s Magazine, Vols. 23-27, 

41. 


Public Library, Ames 
MISS KITTIE B. FREED, LIBRAR 


Write directly to the librarian 
ing the following magazines in ex 
condition, bound in three-quarter 
Scribner’s Monthly (afterward Cent 
Vols. 14, 15, 16, 20, 21. es, 





be Waterloo (Ia.) Public Library. 


m have heard, or will hear, what 
2 done by the various women’s 
iand our Federation Committee 
@ the line of establishing. libraries, 
gng into existence traveling li- 
and otherwise promoting li- 
sy activities throughout our state. 
Someone has wisely said, ‘‘No 
mghtful person can question that it 
sf supreme concern to provide for our 
the best literature—this can be 
ne effectively and economically only 
ough free public libraries. Knowl- 
s should be as free as air and 
ster.’ This being true, each club and 
} woman should share in some meas- 
«gh this splendid work. And indeed 
n have been largely instrumental 


in securing for Iowa the many public 


jes we now enjoy. 


“In our little city, as in so many other 


munities, an important factor in 
ishing the first library was a small 


dy club of women—we now have two 


idings with nearly sixteen thousand 
Any woman or group of wo- 


men, who has made two good books to 
“stand where there was but one before, 
> is, to my mind, as great a benefactor as 
“the famed hero who made two blades of 


to grow where there was but one 
! 


~~ But apart from securing buildings 


books, and even the books, them- 
there remains something to be 
ne which can be accomplished only 


portion ; our work is not finished at this Se 3 é 


point. The task of disseminating knowl- 
edge through the medium of books is 
endlessly ours, we can never-lean back 
and say, ‘‘Now_there is nothing more 
for us to do.’’ 

Every intelligent, broad-minded wo- 
man should be interested in the publie 
library in her own community. I am 
taking it for granted now that the li- 


brary is. established and thé librery. oe 


building has been secured and while 
recognizing and appreciating all that 
has been done by clubs and other organ- 
izations of women she should ask her- 
self, ‘‘What can 7 as an individual do 
to help the cause of the public library : 
here and now? What is my work? 
My answer is ‘‘More than I ean elab- 
orate in the short time at my disposal.’’ 
‘In the first place, constant personal 
interest and this should be plain to the 
librarian and staff (if there is one), and 
to the frequenters of the library. Let 
people know you are interested; direct 
the conversation of your friends and . 
callers to your library, or some special 
book which may be found there; invite 
people to visit our library, always using 
that pronoun. I often invite my out-of- 
town patients who have a little time 
while waiting for a car or train to yisit 
our library—sometimes take them there 
myself, for fear they might not find the 
way ! 

If every woman in her community 
would show deep interest in all that-is 
being done or attempted in her library, 
its influence and working-value would 
inerease by leaps and bounds. It would 
soon become a potent factor recognized 


by all. Why not do as I have suggested 
to the members of our civic club,—pro- 
mise yourself to devote each day five 
minutes at least to this subject, intro- 
duce it at social gatherings, let it take 
the place of the weather or the latest 
novel. 

There is the work with the children; 
here there is a large field. If you are im 
touch with your library you will know - 

_ what is on the shelves, especially in the 
children’s department and often be able 


by individual effort and interest. So I 
~-would prefer to state the matter thus— 
at is there in work for the public 
y that should appeal to the indi- 

mu woman ? 
> It is a long road from the days of 
Horn-book to the modern library 
wit its thousands of volumes, and re- 
sponsibility has grown in the same pro- 


Round Table, Iowa 
Davenport, 


ad at the Library 
ration of Women’s Clubs, 
May, 1909. 





vs to direct .a child’s attention to some 


special book or books, As opportunity 
presents, and it is surprising how many 
such opportunities there are if one is on 
the alert for them,—question the children 
as to what they have gotten out of cer- 
tain books—it takes only a few minutes 
and may mean so much to the children. 
Make an effort to read some of the chil- 
dren’s books, and then talk them over 
with -your librarian; it will help her, 
you, the children, and the book commit- 
tee. 
- Call attention to special articles; ask 
to have note made of them on your li- 
brary bulletin board (of course every 
library has a bulletin board however 
small, even a home made one). Prepare 
with your librarian special programs or 
eall attention to special days e. g., Au- 
dubon day, having some one give a talk 
on birds on that day ; do not leave all of 
this work for your librarian. Peace Day 
observance should be emphasized ; peace 
propaganda is in perfect keeping with 
library work and in this connection I 
might suggest you help secure a flag for 
your library building, with appropriate 
flag raising exercises. In short, make 
people feel that the library is an inte- 
gral part of the public school and edu- 
cational system; make it a center from 
which all that is best and helpful radi- 
ates, and by and by the entire commu- 
nity will come to look upon the library 
as an essential to its life and prize it, its 
. contents and its influence. 


May I add a few other suggestions 
which, although they may seem trite 
and small, are nevertheless valuable. 
When you are so fortunate as to have 
an hour to spend reading in the library 
call the attention of the librarian to par- 
ticular magazine articles; she rarely has 
time to read all these. Or, if studying 
some special topic suggest authoritative 
books on that subject and so help ‘‘fill 
the gaps.’” I would like to make a 
proposition. Ten women, or less, from 
_ communities which have public libraries 
and are here represented try this and 
report at the next Biennial Round 
Table. 


" Another Gicbiiee iter 
d one of your good ma 

which ‘yon do not intend to pre 
send it to the public library to & 
a duplicate copy there or to be g 
on to some reader; don’t wait 
housecleaning time but send it regp 
each month and let some child ea 
there, in this way linking him’ 
closely with the library. Make gif 
art to the library. Pictures and stg 
should be encouraged, that the 
our library may be as attractive ag 
of our homes. Give assistance in the 
rangement of lecture courses to beg 
in the library under the auspices § 
library board. 7 

One more suggestion,—you see%s 
have to say is along the line of § 
daily service,—you are not asked t 
rifice life, limb or even comfort ij 
work,—only to give yourself, your’ 
best. Appreciate your librarian.” 


this fact by giving her all the h lp. 


needs that she may have time from 
round of daily duty to-make hers 

in many ways. See to it that 
man, woman and child becon 
quainted with her; introduce her ag 


librarian, as the ‘‘Lady of the bool 


(L like that title very much). 

and others, know that she is an 
ant and responsible personage work 
quietly and faithfully for all; th 
is a valuable and trusted member 0 of 
community, deserving your he 
terest and support. Teach the 
that as of old all roads led to Rom 
in your town all streets lead to th 
brary, that every one should becor 
miliar with that institution, that? 
ure-house. 

As you see, the field for the 
who is interested in books and { 
mission is a large one. There ii 
opportunity for every one to do ¢ 
service through the medium of 
lic library. Keep this in mind; 
dual interest, sympathy and co< 
tion back of books, bindings and 
ings count for more than all the 


ory 
¢ 
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Baty. - 
—State College Library. Miss 

‘M. Smith, a graduate of Drexel 
= ‘has been appointed on 

rr an 

7 


rer. 


ena.—Miss Beatrice "Wightman,. 


has been for two years the assistant 
wrs. Horton in the Algona Public 
, has been appointed on the staff 
» Waterloo Publie Library and en- 

‘s pon her new duties October Ist. 
Anamosa.— Miss Cornelia MeCarn, 
es has been the librarian of the Ana- 
Mea Public Library since its organiza- 

, has resigned. 

“Rurlington.— During the regatta at 
Burlington which brought many visitors 
sthe city the Public Library gave an 
ixhibition of paintings under the aus- 
of the Burlington Art Club, The 
Saintings were by Frank C. PeYraud, 


ag painter of landscapes, now a resident 


of. books on special subjects 


“ikely to interest the general public are 
sued on printed slips and these dis- 

Gributed by wrapping in bundles at the 
“epartment stores of the city. 


"Des Moines.— Library Commission. 
] iss Eliza E. Townsend, a graduate 
i the Cleveland Library School, 
home is in Keokuk, will enter 
i her duties as Field and Reference 
x lant with the Library Commission 
“erly in October. For the past three 
s Miss Townsend has been the li- 
‘brarian of the Manistee, Mich., Public 


City.—University Inbrary. Brig. 

- Richard Hoxie’s library on war de- 

tment themes, engineering subjects, 

et has been donated in its entirety to 

ft University of Iowa, as an adjunct 

value to the reference department of 
state institution. 


ster.—The women of Man- 
conducted a tag day enterprise 


: bce ly for the benefit of the Public : 


e Library staff, as Assistant ~ 


Library, which resulted in a fund of 
$171.64 for the library. y 

Musceatine.—Mrs. Nellie Sawyer has 
been granted a year’s leave of absence 
which she will spend in the New York 
City Public Library under Miss Annie 
Carroll Moore, head of the Children’s 
Department, and has been assigned to 
the Tompkins Square branch. 


Sioux City.—Miss Martha C. Sanborn, 
who graduated from the Cleveland Li- 
brary School in June, begins work as 
one of the Sioux City Library staff, Oct. 
Ist. Her home is in Red Oak, Ia. 

ton.—Miss Flora Milligan, the 
Assistant Librarian, is now in charge of 
the Tipton Public Library, since the re- 
signation of Miss Wormer, who has ae- 
cepted a position in the Waterloo Publie 
Library. Miss Milligan attended the 
Iowa Summer Library School this sum-. 
mer. 

Waterloo.—The staff of the Waterloo 
Public Library has been strengthened 
by the addition of two assistants, Miss 
Grace Wormer and Miss Beatrice Wight- 
man. Miss Wormer graduated from 
the Illinois Library School in June of 
this year, and has since been librarian 
of the Tipton Library. Miss Wightman 
has had her training and experience un- 
der Mrs. Horton of the Algona Public 
Library. 

Miss Winifred Gregory has resigned 
her position in the Waterloo Library to 
attend the Wisconsin Library School 
the coming year. 

Washington.—The increasing -patron- 
age of the Chileote Public Library has 
made it necessary for an assistant to be 
appointed for Miss Denny, the librarian, 
and Miss Josephine Babcock has recent- 
ly been selected for the position. The 
library will be open longer hours each 
day and Sunday afternoon. 

West Liberty.—Mrs. Lou Hauer, who 
has been the efficient librarian at West | 
Liberty ever since the organization of 
the Free Public Library, has resigned 
to take up her residence in Colorado. 
Mrs. Eva Ball has been elected her sue-- 
cessor and will assume her duties No- 
vember Ist. 





~~ The ninth annual session of the Sum- 

“mer Library School was held at Iowa 
City for six ~weeks, June 21st to July 
3lst. .The course of instruction was 
along the usual lines with classification 


and cataloging for the major courses | 


and reference work, library administra- 
- tion, book selection, loan systems, bind- 
ing and repair of books, and other sub- 
jects given in a varying number of lec- 
tures for each subject- with practice 

work wherever possible. Mr. Malcolm 


_~ G. Wyer, the University librarian, gave 


the instruction in reference work, Miss 
Harriet E. Howe, head cataloger of the 
University, in cataloging and related 
subjects, Miss Isabella M. Cooper, of the 
New York Public Library, the instruc- 
tion in classification, shelf listing and 
related subjects, and Miss Edna Lyman, 
the special course of two weeks in Li- 
brary work with children. 

A reception given by Pres. and Mrs. 
MacLean: to the entire summer session, 
~. at the new home of the President, was 

one of the pleasant social features, and 
an evening at the home of Miss Howe, 
as guests of the Iowa City Library Club, 
and an evening of rare entertainment 
in folk lore and song by Miss Sawyer of 
New York City, gave pleasant diversion 
from the daily work. A day in Cedar 
Rapids to visit the Public library and 
the Iowa Masonic library, where the 
School was entertained at luncheon in 
the park by the Cedar Rapids library 
‘people, and a trip to the Amana com- 
munity for a glimpse of the interesting 
work of this great communistic society, 
provided pleasant outings away from 
Towa City. 

The usual practice was followed of 
_ oeeupying a Fraternity house where stu- 

- dents and instructors could be associ- 
ated in social life outside the class room. 

There was a total enrollment of twen- 
ty-four students, six of whom were from 
Tllinois, the remainder being Iowa li- 
brarians. 

- The list of students is as follows: 

Anna M. Anderson, Clinton; Olive Ar- 


thur, Ft. Dodge; Mabel R. RB 
ton, Ills. ; Emily H. rei 
Ills. ; Pauline I. Dillman, Joliet 
Blanche I. Hackett, Lake Cit 
beth B. Harris, Grinnell : ; Nettie # 
Monticello; Mary Linn J ones, Clit 
Mrs. Alice A. Kalb, Springfield 
Leila Kemmerer, Davenport; “o. 
Milligan, Tipton; Nellie M. Pieres. 
iet, - Ills. ; Emma E. Revell, 
Ills. ; _Emily B. Schoedsack, Qg 
Bluffs ; Grace Shellenberger, ~ m) 
Edith B. Shields, Monmouth, 
trude C. Sisson, Davenport : ; RE i 
Skogh, Moline, Ills.; Helen M. 
Newton; Ruth M. Willard, e inn 
Elizabeth F. Williams, Vinton; 
L. Yerington, Storm Lake. 


om s 
I. 8. L. 8. Notes . 
* b 
There will be a reunion of stade 
of the Iowa Summer Library | 
during the meeting of the Libra 7 
ciatiot in Des Moines, and it ij 
there will be a large represents 
notice as to time and place wil 
before long. Mrs. Charlotte V. 
librarian of the Newton Public 
is President and Miss Helen 
librarian of the Iowa City Pub ie 
brary, is Seeretary of the Society of 
Iowa Library School. 


as 


* * * : 4 
Miss Adeline Bagby of Paducah, I 

of the class of 06, was mé ied 
21st to Mr. Harold ‘Adair Ray, at E D 
iat 


cott, Wash. 


* * 


After a long illness, Mrs. L. L. Fal 
the librarian of the Marseilles, Ills. 
lie Library, passed away at the li 
of her sister, Mrs. A. M. Jordan at® 


seilles, August 31st. Mrs. Fuller) 
a student in the Iowa Summer Lib 
School, class of ’05, and her ¢% 
courteous womanliness endeared hi 
all who were associated with he 
summer. 





A srican Library Association 
AL MEETING, BRETTON WOODS, 
"N, H., JUNE 26-JELY 3, 1909. 


acts from Library Journal, August, 
1909. 


Bretton Woods meeting ranks 

“in attendance and exceeded Min- 

aka by some 100. In location, hotel 
sangements and smoothness and ef- 
tiveness of program, the record made 
—_— Woods has never been ex- 


fm © The Mount Washington Hotel, as 

Feadquarters, and the Mount Pleasant 

Hotel, only a short walk away, gave am- 
“ple and delightful conference accommo- 
a sg tio ni 
n: ‘Monday evening, at 8:15, the first gen- 

F eral session of the conference was called 
» order by President Gould; he intro- 

ey, inced the Hon. Charles R. Corning, of 
' Goncord, who, in the absence of the Gev- 

2 nor of New Hampshire, Henry B. 
¢ quimby, welcomed the A. L. A. into 

4 » Granite state. A graceful response 

nus.extended by the president, who then 

es i his presidential address. The sec- 
‘retary’s report followed, which recorded 

7 over 2,000 members in good standing, the 
eeest A. L. A. membership recorded, 


ind a net increase of about 50 during 

> the past year. 
_ On Tuesday morning, June 29th, the 
eond general session was held. The 
= of the program for this session was 
y co-ordination, a continuation of 
> “the subject as outlined in a general way 


P le 


on 


the president's address. It was sub- 
} into two divisions, ‘‘Storage Li- 
~ praries’’ being considered by Frank P. 
g as and ‘‘Reservoir Libraries as cen- 
% ‘ters of systems’’ was contributed by 
/N.D. C. Hodges, who was followed by 
re - Miss Mary L. Titcomb, and J. L. Gillis. 
_ Mr. H. W. Wilson of Minneapolis pre- 
me > wented a paper on ‘‘Clearing houses,’’ in 
| which was pointed out how through 
ing houses, libraries might be re- 
ved of surplus and undesirable ma- 


S Wednesday. June 30th, was “Mount 


which was: made a a day of recreation, 1li- 
brary co-ordination and functions of 
- Council being forgotten in an ascent of — 
about 6,000 feet by some 213-16 miles 
of cog-railroad. The third general ses- 
sion was called to order on Th 


morning, July Ist. The topic of the ses- |” 


sion being ‘‘The school and the library,’’ 
Prof, Charles W. Colby, of MeGill Uni- 
versity, read an inspiring and finished 
address entitled ‘‘The library and edu- 
eation.’’ Dr. J. Edward Banta, super- 
intendent of schools, Binghamton, N. Y., 
representing the National Educational 
Association, then delivered an address 
entitled ‘‘The school’s point of view.’’ 


' Mr. J. C. Dana, Free Public Library, 


Newark, N. J., then presented a paper 
entitled ‘‘ Book-using skill in higher edu- 


eation.’’ The lack of attention given to fe 


this essential part of education in school 
and college courses was emphasized, and 
it was further stated that the teachers of 
normal schools and high schools had as 
a general rule but little book-using skill. 


‘“‘The trend of library commission -  — 


work,’’ by Chalmers Hadley, of the In- 
diana Public Library Commission, fol- 
lowed. This paper was given on behalf 
of the League of Library Commissions. 
The fourth general session, which was 
a business meeting, was held on Friday 
evening with reports of the various © 
standing committees. 

In the afternoon of Saturday, Jaly 3d, 
the fifth and final session of the confer- 
ence was held. Mr. Chivers presented 
his illustrated address, ‘‘The paper and 
binding of lending library books.’’ A 
communication from Brussels in relation 
to the International Library Congress in 
1910, having been adopted in the report 
of Council, was not read. 

Rev. Samuel M. Crothers then read an 
address that by its wit and charm must 
captivate the ‘‘gentlest’’ reader. 
address will probably be printed else- 
where. 


Mr. Edward F. Stevens, Pratt Insti- 


tute Free Library, Brooklyn, then read ~ 


a paper on ‘‘Some criteria for technical 


apeeeneton or Crawford Notch Day, book selection.’’ 





This 


on ‘*Reecent books for 


; avg’ hallowed, whidh wor addtnotad by 


-Aruthur E. Bostwick; New York Public 
Library, who delivered-a brief and inter- 
esting introduction to the subject. The 
symposium covered brief papers on ‘‘ Ad- 
venture books,’’ by Kirk Munroe, read 
by W. P. Cutter; ‘‘Historical stories,”’ 
by Everett T. Tomlinson ; **Boys’ books 
on England,’’ by Richard ‘Irwin, read by 
Carl Roden, Chicago Public Library. 

Between the general sessions, through- 
out the entire conference, meetings of 
sections and affiliated organizations were 
held. 

Reports on resolutions and report of 
election followed. Officers elected for 
1909-1910 were: president, N. D. C. 
Hodges ; vice-presidents, J. I. Wyer, Jr., 
Alice S. "Tyler ; trustee of the endowment 
fund, W. C. Kimball ; executive board, 
P. B. Wright, C. W. Andrews, Mrs. H. 
L. Elmendorf, W. C. Lane, H. E. Legler, 
Herbert Putnam. 





League of Library Commissions 


The League of Library Commissions 
held two sessions at Bretton Woods, July 
2d and 3d, at the time of the A. L. A. 
Conference. In the absence of Miss 
Hazeltine, Chairman, the report of the 
Publication Committee was presented by 
Mr. Hadley. Another of the foreign 
lists, ‘‘Swedish books,’’ compiled by Miss 
Palmgren, of Stockholm, for the Minne- 
sota Commission, was reported as in 
press; the pamphlet on ‘‘Mending and 
repair of books,’’ by Miss Margaret W. 
Brown of the Iowa Library Commission, 
was reported ready for the printer, and 
the tract ‘‘Material for a library cam- 
paign’’ compiled by Mr. Hadley, is to 
be issued in a new edition combined with 
the earlier tract entitled ‘‘Why do we 
need a public library?’’ The subject of 
mid-winter meeting was considered, and 
a committee appointed to make plans for 
sectional méetings of the League in New 
England, the Middle West and the Pa- 
cific Coast. 





‘mo Bc haber the committee ‘¢ 
rm Library blanks, wags 
muted by Mins Templeton of Nek 4 
in the absence o p cksirmal | 
Brown of Iowa. Reports on the } 
_the blanks submitted to the various € 
“missions indicate that a majority 
ready to accept them with slight y 
cations. The committee was contis 
until the coming midwinter meeting 
the League. e 
Miss Carey of Minnesota, Chai 
the committee on Work in State I 
tions, presented the report of that em 
mittee. A comprehensive view of | 
methods of approaching the work in 
institutions, either through the ’ 
Commission, or directly by an insti 
librarian, was presented, with 
gestive lines of work indicated. 


Mrs. Sneed, the President of 4 
League, made an appeal for the x sed : 
books in U. S. penitentiaries, and i 
decided to appoint a committee to q 
upon Congress the importance of th 
work. The report of the committes @ 
Essentials of a model Commission ’ 
was presented by Mr. Hadley of Indiap 


The second session of the League wa 
largely devoted to papers on work in ; 
field. ‘‘The experiences of a ftee lap 
in a western state,’’ were related by Mi 
Sterns of Wisconsin, the paper bei 
read by Miss Van Valkenburgh. 
Templeton of Nebraska told of her 
‘‘With the prairie dwellers in Nebras 
ka. The story of conditions ‘‘Down im 
Missouri’’ written by Miss Wales of Mi 
souri, was read by Mr. Wright. Mis 
Askew of New Jersey, then presented 
picture of “‘Jersey roads and Jemey 
paths.’” The program closed with a pa 

per by Miss Titeomb of Maryland, * 
the trail of the book wagon.”’ 


Officers for the ensuing year 
elected as follows: President, A 
Bailey, Delaware ; first vice-president, 
R. Wilson, North Carolina; second 
president, Frances Hobart, Vermont 
secretary-treasurer, Margaret W. Brown 
Towa. ee 
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